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FOR RELEASE SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6 local
UTAH SYMPHONY TO PLAY 
BACH, BARTOK, BRAHMS
Maestro Maurice Abrabanel, musical director and conductor of the Utah 
Symphony, has announced the program for the orchestra's concert in Missoula 
Wednesday, Oct. l6, at 8:l6 p.m. in the University of Montana Theater.
The 85=piece orchestra will perform Bach's Toccata and Fugue in D 
minor, Bartok's Concerto for Orchestra, and Brahms' Symphony No. 2 in 
D major.
Tickets for the orchestra's first concert in Missoula are on sale at 
Missoula music stores and on campus at the Lodge and the Music office.
Prices are $3, $2.50 and $2, with a 50^ discount for students. All seats 
are reserved.
The concert is sponsored by the UM School of Fine Arts and the Associ­
ated Students' Program Council, with the cooperation of the LDS Missoula 
Stake.
Maestro Abravanel, now in his 22nd year with the Utah Symphony, was 
b o m  in Salonika, Greece. He attended school in Lausanne, Switzerland, 
studied in Berlin with Kurt Weill and won his spurs in German opera houses, 
including the Berlin State Opera. He was musical director of Balanchine's 
ballets in 1932 and assistant to Bruno Walter for guest engagements at the 
Paris Opera. He was guest conductor of Monteux's Orchestra Symphonique 
de Paris, and he spent two years as a conductor in Australia.
(more)
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He was engaged in 1933 by the Metropolitan Opera on the recommendation 
of Furtwaengler and Walter. He was one of the youngest conductors ever 
hired by the Met and one of the busiest. He once conducted seven perfor­
mances of five different operas in nine days, including Wagnerian operas 
with Flagstad and Melchior and French operas with Pons and Pinza.
Since taking command of the Utah Symphony in 19^7 he has brought the 
orchestra into the first rank of American musical organizations. The New 
York Times lists the Utah Symphony among the top 15 orchestras in the nation; 
Esquire calls it "a major orchestra, far superior to orchestras in cities 
four and five times the size and wealth of Salt Lake." A recent article 
in Fortune calls it one of the 12 best orchestras in the United States.
In 1966 an invitation to appear at the Athens and Berlin Festivals 
took the Utah Symphony also to New York, London, Vienna, Belgrade and other 
cities for performances.
Artists that have appeared as soloists with the orchestra include 
Rubinstein, Heifetz, Cliburn, Oistrakh, Sutherland, Milstein, Stern and 
Iturbi. The orchestra has made 50 recordings, of which more than 625,000 
copies have been sold.
For the past 1^ years Maurice Abravanel has also served as musical 
director of the Music Academy of the West in Santa Barbara, Calif., where 
the faculty includes Lotte Lehmann, Martial Singher and Gregor Piatigorsky.
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